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PRESS RELEASE 
Election Commission can restore its credibility only by holding 

general elections according to Pakistan’s Constitution. Civil society 
demands of ECP to stop the process of delimitation as it is based on 

flawed population census.    

Islamabad, 22 September 2023: Instead of announcing schedule of the general 
elections, the Election Commission of Pakistan has further deepened the already 
ever-increasing uncertainty by giving extremely vague statement about next general 
elections, which will further cause damage to the country’s economy. Moreover, the 
ECP’s statement is a clear violation of the article 48(5a) of the Constitution, which 
categorically orders to hold general elections within 90 days of the dissolution of the 
assemblies. PATTAN and Coalition38 – a body of more than 150 CSOs and labour 
unions note with deep anguish that the ECP has eroded its credibility and trust of the 
public by taking U-turns and by violating orders of the superior courts. For instance, 
it stubbornly refused to hold general elections for Punjab and KP assemblies on 14th 
May. It also cancelled local government election for Islamabad Capital Territory 
while polling was to take place in three days. The ECP also violated its own goals set 
under Fourth Strategic Plan and the sections (94 and 103) of the Elections Act 2017.  

We also note with deep concern that the ECP instead of holding elections within 90 
days of the dissolution of National Assembly began delimitation of constituencies 
which was not only based on flawed and highly politicised population census but also 
not mandatory under the Constitution.  

According to our survey conducted during the last two weeks at 522 locations of 67 
districts as many as 17% of the respondents said the census enumerators did not enter 
their data on the Tab, which was mandatory for geo-tagging, while 10% said the 
enumerators didn’t come at all. These are no doubt very serious omissions. Moreover, 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics had announced the preliminary results in May. Why 
would it had taken four months to make final results public? It is also worth noting 
that in most countries and in our own country in the past population census have 
never taken so many months. For instance, in Turkey it takes only one day.  

Also, massive changes appear to have been made between May and August. It is 
worth emphasizing that between May and August share of Punjab’s population 
changed by almost 3% from 49% to 52%, which was equalized to the 2017’s. Similar 
adjustments were made for other provinces too. These unexplained fluctuations 
naturally cause suspicion about the health of the exercise.  

It is also worth noting that most delays appeared to have made to delay general 
elections.  

Therefore, we demand of the ECP not to use the flawed population census 2023 
results for delimitation. Instead ECP should use the delimitation time to hold 
elections in November.  

We appeal to the Supreme Court to order the ECP to hold elections in accordance to 
article 48(5a).     

We also demand that ECP takes confidence building measures so that elections take 
place in a conducive environment.  

Under article 218 it is the responsibility of the ECP to hold free, fair, honest, just, and 
independent elections. For that every player must have level playing field and in 
order to achieve that all political prisons must be free before election processes 
begins.   
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