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About PATTAN-Coalition38
PATTAN is one of the leading civil
society organisations of Pakistan
and has been working to empower
marginalised classes to make state
and govt bodies accountable for
improving governance of
elections, disasters and rights.
Currently, PATTAN is the
secretariat of Coailition38 - a
largest network of CSOs, labour
unions, CBOs, and intellectuals.

Coalition38 aims to influence the
state institutions for the
implementation of Articles 3; 29;
37, and 38 of Pakistan's
Constitution in letter and spirit
through research, awareness
raising, social mobilization,
networking of civil society
including marginalised people and
women.

Registered under the
Societies Act, XXI 1860.
Registration No:
RS/ICT/190 of 1993.
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PATTAN

Development Organization

PRESS RELEASE

22 April 2023, Islamabad: In comparison to 8th February general election,
polling on 21 April for by-elections was significantly chaotic, marred with
widespread complaints of ballot stuffing, and fraudulent practices such as
forcing polling agents to sign Form 45s prior to the beginning of polling.

Though the un-official and provisional poll results show victory for the
PMLN candidates in most by-elections, the two exist polls we had conducted
on 8" F ebruary and 21* April show no shift in popularity of PTI and PMLN.

It is extremely worrisome to note that 12% of the respondents of Pattan-
Coalition38 exit poll claimed that their polling stations were changed for the
by—election without their consent, and 14% respondents claimed that polling
agents of PTI-Sunni Itihad were not present inside the polling stations at the
time of their voting, while 5% respondents said they didn’t see any polling
agents at all in their respective polling stations.

Moreover, about 10% respondents claimed that someone had pressured them to
vote against their free will while 127 respondents said they suspected some
form of rigging was taking place while they were inside their polling station,
7% reported that they faced some form of difficulty in casting of their vote, and
27% reported that ballot boxes were not present in front of the polling staff
which is violation of the requirement under the Elections Act 2017.

Regarding voting behaviour of electorates about 407 respondents of the exit
poll said they had voted for PTI-Sunni Itihad candidates, while 25% reported
that they voted for PMLN candldates It appears popularity of two largest
par‘ues have not changed since §' February as the exit polls of 8' February
and 21 April show similar popularity in both exit polls. Itis worth noting that
837 of the respondents of our exit poll had also voted in the 8 February
election.

Pattan-Coalition38 conducted exit poll across all by—election constituencies
and conducted interviews while voters were coming out of po}}hng stations
after casting their ballots. In each constituency about every 5" exiting voter
was interviewed.
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